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Zuckerbergto
Hold Townhall at
IIT-D This Month

FB's Free Basics initiative is facing flak

Vikas.SN@timesinternet.in

Bengaluru: Facebook founder and chief executive Mark
Zuckerberg will take questions from the Facebook com-
munity and alive audience at a townhall at II'T Delhi later
thismonth. The townhall comes ata time when Facebook's
‘Free Basics’ initiative is witnessing scathing criticism
from opposition leaders, government committees and ne-
tizensacross the country, who argue that the initiative vio-
lates the principle of net neutrality. “More than 130 mil-
lion people use Facebook in India. I'm looking forward to
hearingdirectly from one of our most active and engaged
communities,” Zuckerbergsaid on Facebook.

Zuckerberg will also meet with developers, partners and
others who are building new digital services and working
on ways to connect more people to them, a Facebook spo-
kesperson told ET. Thisfollows a month after Zuckerberg
hosted Prime Minister Narendra Modi in a similar town-
hall session at the company's headquartersduringModi's
visit to Silicon Valley. During the townhall session, Modi
had hailed social media asa force for democracy and good
governance, reiterated his vision of Indiaasa $20-trillion
economy and also said the ‘Make in India’ plan would be a
success. The session will, however, be long remembered
for Modi's emotional talk as he spoke about the hardships
faced by his parents, especially his mother.

Zuckerberg also spoke of how, at a low point in Face-
book's history, he visited atemple in India on theadvice of
hismentor Steve Jobstoreconnect with his vision of what
hewanted Facebook to be.
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Zuckerberg to

Z00m 1n on
IT'T-Delhi

THIS will be one event that Indi-
ans will get connected to without
even thinking twice, as Facebook
founder Mark Zuckerberg will be
holding a question and answer ses-
sion at IIT-Delhi in the national
Capital on October 28.

“More than 130 million people use
Facebook in India. I'm looking for-
ward to hearing directly from
one of our most active and
engaged communities,”
Zuckerberg wrote on his
Facebook post.

“If you have a question,
please ask below in the com-
ments. To vote for a question,
just like it. I'll be answering
questions from across Face-
book as well as from a live audi-
ence at the Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) Delhi,” the chair-
macxil and chief executive of Facebook
said.

Incidentally, he had last month hosted
Prime Minister Narendra Modi for a
Townhall Question and Answer sessionin
Palo Alto in the US.

“India is personally very important to

Says
he’s looking
forward to
hearing directly
from one of the
most active
communities

Zuckerberg had
hosted Prime
Minister
Narendra Modi
for a Townhall
Q&A session in US
last month.

the history of our company here. This isa
story that I have not told publicly and
very few people know,” he had said at the
Facebook headquarters on September 27.

“Early on in our history, before things
were really going well and we had hit a
tough patch, and a lot of people wanted
to buy Facebook and thought we should
sell the company, I went and saw one of
my mentors, Steve Jobs, and he told me
that in order to reconnect with
what I believed is the mission of
the compan{, I should visit

this temple that he had gone
to in India early in his evolu-
tion of thinking about what
he wanted Apple and his
vision of the t}l)xlt)ure to be,”
he said.

“So I went and I travelled
for almost a month and see-
ing the people, seeing how
people connected, and having
the opportunity to feel how much

better the world could be if everyone
had a stronger ability to connect, rein-
forced for me the importance of what we
were doing. And that is something I have
always remembered over the last 10 years
as we built Facebook,” the net entrepre-

neur said.
Mail Today
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lIT-Kharagpur ties-up with 3 Israel universities

http://www.oneindia.com/india/iit-kgp-ties-up-with-3-israel-universities-1901520.html

Kolkata, Oct 16: The Indian Institute of Technology, Kharagpur has inked agreements with three universities in Israel for
student exchanges, faculty visits and research collaborations in aerospace, agriculture and computer science, a
statement said on Friday. lIT-Kgp director P.P. Chakrabarti led the academic delegation from India during President
Pranab Mukherjee's recent visit to the country when memorandum of understanding (MOUs) were signed with the Ben-
Gurion University (BGU), Hebrew University and University of Haifa. lIT-Kgp ties-up with 3 Israel varsities These Israeli
universities are traditionally strong in the areas of computer science, aerospace, agriculture and food engineering etc.
which are in synergy with the areas of academics and research at IIT Kgp, said Chakrabarti in the statement. [India and
Israel relations: All you need to know] "We are planning some unique student exchanges, faculty visits and research
workshops and projects," he said. The current scope of cooperation with these universities range from exchange
programmes for faculty, students and scholars, joint research and exchange of research materials, joint academic
activities - teaching and supervision of students, joint conferences, workshops, participation of students in study-abroad
programmes. |IT-Kgp already has a tie-up with Technion Israel Institute of Technology which is the oldest university in
Israel.

US university, IIT-K plan dual degree course

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kanpur/US-university-1IT-K-plan-dual-degree-course/articleshow/49408689.cms

KANPUR: lIT-Kanpur and Texas A and M University (TAMU, United States) are joining hands to start a joint dual degree
course. TAMU vice-chancellor Margaret Katherine Banks, TAMU director of graduate programs Vikram Kinra and IIT-K
director Indranil Manna gave green signal to the proposal during a meeting here.

The students pursuing the dual degree course would get degrees with the logos of both the institutions. The admission
to the course is likely to start from next academic session. It could be initiated after the approval of lIT-Kanpur senate.

[IT-K co-ordinator of international relations Babita Lohani informed that for last three years, the institute has been
running student exchange programme with TAMU. Till now, four students each from both the institutes used to take
benefit of the student exchange programme. During the meeting, it was proposed to increase the number to 10 from
each institute.

The selection of the students is based on their academic performance. Arrangements of airfare, fooding, lodging and
accommodation are managed by the two institutes. The students do an internship for three months.

Banks and Kinra explored the avenues of internship for PG students also, starting exchange of non-degree students for
1-2 semesters. It was agreed that there is a need of starting visiting faculty program between the two institutes.
Currently the scope of student exchange is more in the area of engineering. Efforts would be made to extend this to
other humanities or sciences.

The two US academicians also visited different laboratories at of IIT-K and other facilities.
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